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CHAPTER XVII.

THE   LAW  OF   PHILANTHROPY.

THUS there rises before us the image of a common-
wealth in which a universal enthusiasm not only takes the
place of law, but by converting into a motive what was
before but a passive restraint, enlarges the compass of
morality and calls into existence a number of positive
obligations which under the dominion of law had not
been acknowledged. It is a commonwealth sustained and
governed by the desire existing in the mind of each of its
members to do as much good as possible to every other
member.

Doubtless, a commonwealth fully answering this de-
scription has never existed on the earth, nor can exist.
It is an ideal. True that Christ always spoke of the
kingdom of God as an actual and present common-
wealth into which men were actually introduced by
baptism. Nevertheless he fully acknowledged its ideal
character, and therefore spoke of it as at the same time
future and still waiting to be realized. Those who were
already members of Goal's kingdom were notwithstanding
instructed to pray that that kingdom might come. And
if we look at the facts around us we shall discover that
the kingdom of God has always been in this manner at once
present and future, at once realized and waiting to be